
Dear Council Friends,

Perhaps the greatest thing we�ve both learned in our 

tenure with the Child and Family Resource Council is  

that the parents who participate in Council programs  

have something in common � they all want to be good 

parents. We strive to provide these parents with the 

information and resources they need to do just that. 

And in 2007, more families were helped by Council  

programs than ever before.  

We took another big step in 2007 by inviting you in  

for a closer look at the work we do for families. On our 

Hand-in-Hand tours, our work came alive through per-

sonal stories of families who have been strengthened  

by Council programs. Without fail, at least one person  

on every tour asks us how they can join the Council in 

reaching more families. The tours will continue as will  

our energy to build this community of support. Please 

welcome your friends and family to attend a tour and  

be a part of that energy.  

Thank you for your commitment to the prevention  

of child abuse and neglect. The work that we do for 

families is not possible without your support. Your  

dedication inspires us. We are so thankful for all you  

have done to help support the Council.  

Sincerely,

Candace Cowling, M.S.W.	 Gregg Hughes

Executive Director	 Board Chair
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Connections
Connections is for all Kent County parents with  

children under �ve years old. Connections parents  

receive developmental surveys by mail coinciding 

with their child�s age. The questionnaires follow the 

child�s progress in core development areas. Survey 

answers are recorded by the Council. If there are 

hints of a developmental delay, the parent can work 

with the Council to discuss potential next steps.  

	 When you support the Connections program, 

you empower a parent with developmental  

information about their children.

Kent County Healthy Start 
Kent County Healthy Start is available to all �rst-time 

parents in Kent County. This program can relieve  

the stress of having a new baby, offering as much 

support as new parents need. Parents can receive 

a regularly scheduled phone call from a trained  

volunteer or a monthly home visit, providing 

support and guidance in person.  

 When you support the Healthy Start program,  

you let a new parent know that they are not alone 

and help to increase their con�dence as they adapt 

to parenthood.

In 1985, concerned community  

members joined together to form the  

Child and Family Resource Council with the 

intent to address the rising number of child 

abuse and neglect reports. It was clear that 

something needed to be done to help  

families before things ever got to the point  

of abuse or neglect, so the organization 

turned its focus to child abuse and  

neglect prevention. 

  

That fact, and our mission, 

motivates us each day. This mission  

drives every program we provide. 

Children learn and grow more in their �rst 

�ve years of life than in any other time. 

Therefore, the Child and Family Resource 

Council works to surround every child in  

Kent County with a circle of support so  

families can get the help they need before 

abuse or neglect occurs. This support,  

provided through the programs described 

here, can make a long-term difference 

in the lives of these children.   

to shape a community 
that protects children 
from abuse and neglect,

What does prevention look like?
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It is known that 85% of child abuse and neglect is preventable.




