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Christine Nelson Professional Award

Barbara Hawkins Palmer
Healthy Kent, 2010, Executive Director

As the Executive Director of Healthy Kent 2010, Barbara Hawkins Palmer has been a tireless champion for improving the lives of many in Kent County. Barbara works to bring people together and has helped the Infant Health I-Team to grow into a coalition of 55 individuals from 20 different agencies to work toward reducing infant mortality. She has overseen the creation of Strong Beginnings and was instrumental in bringing the Nurse Family Partnership Program to Kent County. 
Booker T. Washington Volunteer Award

The Reading Ladies

Department of Human Services

In 2004, two women gave birth to the idea of reading to children in the waiting room of what is now known as The Department of Human Services (DHS). After five and a half years, this program has expanded to 12-14 women giving their time and talent to read to young children at DHS.  Each child who attends the Reading Corner leaves with a book of their own, and more importantly, the attention of an adult who desires to read to them and teach them. The Reading Ladies also connect with parents and talk about the importance of reading and interacting with their children

Community Group Professional Award

The Grand Rapids Children’s Museum
For over 13 years, the Grand Rapids Children’s Museum has provided a place for children and parents, or caregivers, to come and play together. Nearly 2 million visitors have walked through the museum doors to experience the many activities offered that foster brain development, motor skills, creativity and much more. The Grand Rapids Children’s Museum provides an environment which fosters positive parent-child interaction.  The museum also partners with a local area women’s shelter to provide free admission for mothers and children who are under the shelter’s protection.   
Lifetime Child Advocate Award

Earica Brown 

Home-based Services Parapro

For 35 years, Earica Brown has been working to enhance the lives of children and their families. As a Family Resource Assistant with the Chicago Board of Education, Earica worked directly with parents to help them meet the physical, educational and emotional needs of their children.  For the past 15 years, she has worked at D.A. Blodgett – St. John’s to further enhance the lives of children by educating parents on positive parenting techniques. Her work with families and her tireless drive to provide children with stable, safe and loving homes has impacted the lives of many children and parents within our community. 

